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We now have enough cats with common blood types on our list however we are still looking 

for the following cat breeds: 

 BRITISH SHORTHAIR 

 EXOTIC SHORTHAIR 

 REX CATS 

 TURKISH VAN  

 TURKISH ANGORAS 

 RAGDOLLS 

 

 

 
  

THANK YOU – BLOOD DONORS 
We would like to say a huge thank you to 

everyone who showed an interest or volunteered 

their cat or dog to be on our blood donor list!  

The response was amazing and we are so 

thankful to everyone for helping share our social 

media posts that helped to attract so many 

donors! 

 

 

 

 

We still need more dogs to join our blood donor list 

so if your dog fits the following criteria give us a call! 

 WEIGH OVER 25KG OF HEALTHY LEAN WEIGHT 

 BETWEEN 1 AND 8 YEARS OLD 

 FULLY VACCINATED 

 FRIENDLY AND WELL BEHAVED 

 PREFERABLY HAVE NOT HAD A LITTER OF PUPPIES 

 OWNER HAPPY TO BE CALLED AT ANY TIME 

AS A THANK YOU EVERYTIME YOUR PET DONATES BLOOD A £30 CREDIT WILL BE ADDED 

TO YOUR ACCOUNT. 
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MANDY WALTERS – 20 YEARS OF 

SERVICE! 

This year we are celebrating Mandy’s 20th year of service here at Damory and her promotion to 

head nurse!  

Mandy started her training at Damory Veterinary Clinic in April 1998. She came to us as a 

mature student after leaving Bournemouth University and travelling around Asia, Australia and 

Europe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandy then went on to become senior nurse 

before becoming Head Nurse in January this year! 

 

Congratulations Mandy, we are so happy to have 

you as part of the team! 

 

Upon arrival back in the UK Mandy spent the summer 

volunteering at a local animal sanctuary, which 

inspired her to embark on a career involving animal 

welfare.  

She qualified as a registered Nurse in 2000 and the 

following year she undertook further training 

completing the necessary course in order to teach the 

practical aspects of veterinary nursing to the trainee 

veterinary nurses here at Damory. 
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Teddy Rocks is a festival run by the 

Teddy20 charity to raise money for 

children with cancer. This amazing charity 

was founded by Tom Newton and his 

family after he lost his 10-year-old brother 

Ted to cancer.  

 

HEDGEHOG INFORMATION! 

Some information you may find useful:  

 

1. Create a small hole in your garden fences to help Hedgehogs travel around their 
territory to feed. 

2.  Try to avoid using slug pellets in your garden as Hedgehogs eat slugs and can be 
poisoned this way. 
 

3. If you are feeding Hedgehogs in your garden only put out a small amount of food 
(wet or dry cat food) as if lots of gardens have feeding stations they easily become fat 
and cannot curl up to protect themselves. 
 

4.  Do not feed Hedgehogs meal worms or sunflower seeds, the levels of calcium and 
phosphate they contain can cause deformed and weak bones. 
 

5. If you find an injured Hedgehog check around it for others and to see if you can work 
out the cause of the injury. 
 

6. If you find an injured Hedgehog bring it in to the practice in a cardboard box with a 
light coloured towel covering a hot water bottle. 

 

7.  Before picking up a Hedgehog make sure it really needs your help (sometimes 
mother hogs leave their nest to sunbathe and enjoy a bit of peace and quiet!) 

 

8.  If you find a Hedgehog tangled in netting bring it in for a check-up instead of 
releasing it as some injuries caused by entanglement can take days to become 
obvious.  

We had a Hedgehog lecture here at Damory run by 
Vale Wildlife Hospital who has 400 Hedgehogs as 
inpatients! We learned about first aid, identifying and 
treating parasites, treating injuries, up to date medical 
treatments and nursing.  Hedgehogs are very rare now 
and Blandford is official a Hedgehog Friendly Town! So 
it's important we can treat and care for any Hedgehogs 
that come our way. 
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KEEP YOUR PET COOL IN THE HOT 

WEATHER! 
Now the sunny weather has arrived it means that 

we can all spend more time outside. However very 

hot weather can have serious consequences for 

your dog’s health! Here are some tips to keeping 

your pet cool and safe during the summer heat! 

1 - NEVER LEAVE YOUR PET IN THE CAR.  

This is especially important if the windows are 

shut when the temperature can rise exceptionally 

quickly. The air temperature does not even need 

to be especially hot if the sun is strong and the 

heat is worsened by the dog panting. It can take 

as little as 20 minutes for a dog to die in a car so 

please leave them at home or only go where they 

can go with you.   

 

2 - PLENTY OF WATER AND SHADE 

Don’t leave your pet outside in the sun for too long. If your 

pet is outside make sure that there is plenty of shade and 

good air flow. Walks are best at dawn, dusk or night.  

Ensure there is lots of fresh cool water easily accessible. 

Maybe even get a children’s pool or sprinkler for your dog 

to play in! Cooling ‘water-soaked’ vests are available in 

various sizes for dogs. 

3 – WHAT IF A DOG OVERHEATS? 

All dogs can suffer from heat stroke but this is particularly 

the case in brachycephalic (short-nosed) breeds such as 

Bulldog-types. If your dog is collapsed and panting 

excessively in hot weather then aim to move them to a 

cooler area, soak them in water and seek prompt 

veterinary attention. 
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Damory Veterinary Clinic uses the Nobivac range of vaccinations as part of our core vaccination program. 
This includes vaccinations against Distemper, Parvovirus and Infectious Canine Hepatitis which are given 
every 3 years. In the last 20 years, vaccination frequency has reduced from giving all these vaccinations 
annually to initially dropping to every 2 years and finally arriving at our current frequency. Nevertheless, 
people still have concerns about over vaccination and whether the interval between vaccinations could be 
increased further.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Until recently it has been very costly to test for immunity against these viruses and necessitated sending 
blood off to an external laboratory. Since 2017 Damory has been offering the opportunity to do ‘titre 
testing’ in house. This is a blood test that gives us guidance as to whether a dog’s immunity is above or 
below a critical level, thereby guiding us as to whether vaccination is needed or not. The test need not be 
done until 3 years after the last full set of vaccinations as the immunity is proven to last that long anyway. 
 
It is important to note that we also vaccinate against four strains of leptospirosis and this is strongly 
recommended in a country environment where the risks of this nasty disease that causes liver and kidney 
failure is higher. There is currently no test available for immunity against this disease and the vaccination 
still has to be given annually. It is, therefore, important to note that annual vaccination is still recommended 
but there is the potential to reduce the amount of vaccination being given with the aid of titre testing. 
 
Current prices for an annual health check and titre testing are £46 with an additional £15.50 for 
administering the Leptospirosis vaccination at the same time. Obviously if the titre test proves negative for 
immunity then we would recommend re-vaccination against the core viruses and that would incur an 
additional cost of £16. 

As a practice we strongly believe in the 
benefits of vaccination and that the current 
frequency of vaccination gives an excellent 
balance between safety concerns and strong 
immunity and for many dog owners there will 
be no concerns from shifting from our 
current approach. However, for those people 
who are concerned about whether they need 
to have their dog’s vaccinated as much as 
they do titre testing offers an excellent 
solution. 

 

  

It is true to say that the vaccination guidelines are 
intended to provide protection for the vast majority of 
patients including those with weaker immune responses. 
But what about those who have strong immune 
responses? 
 

TITRE TESTING 
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Damory are now being more active on our social media 

platforms. 

We are active on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook so if you are 

not following us already please do so. 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

@damoryvets 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER! 

@damoryvets 

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM! 

@damoryvetsdorset 
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