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Currently pet passport rules remain the same as they have been in recent years and relatively unrestricted 
travel between EU countries is allowable as long as the pet passport rules have been followed. However, we 
may again face the possibility of a ‘No-Deal Brexit’ on the 31st October and this may have a major effect on 

the ease of travel with pets. 
 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF WE LEAVE THE EU WITHOUT A DEAL? 
 
If the UK leaves the EU without a deal we may become an ‘unlisted third country’. This is the default 
position for any animal, regardless of origin, aiming to be brought into the EU. The requirements for this are 
that the Rabies vaccination needs to be followed by a blood test at least 30 days after vaccination. This 
blood test ensures that enough immunity has been achieved from the vaccination. There is then a further 3 
month wait before one could travel to the EU. Thus, the whole process takes a minimum of 4 months. At 
the point of travel an official export health certificate would also have to be completed. 
 
WHAT SHOULD PEOPLE DO? 
 
The main concern is if it is critical to travel shortly after a ‘No deal Brexit’. For people travelling abroad after 
the beginning of November it may be necessary to get the measures in place to ensure that one can travel 
regardless. If it is not critical to travel with your pet many people might choose to wait and see what 
happens with Brexit as the requirements may not change if Brexit is delayed further or if a deal is reached. 
Even if we do have a ‘No-deal’ one would hope that some arrangement for pet transportation can 
ultimately be agreed that does not leave us having to tackle too much red tape. However, this could take 
time and, unfortunately, we have no idea at this stage what may happen. 
 
Even animals that have previously travelled on the pet passport scheme would have to have a blood test 
and it is hard to guarantee a positive blood test if the rabies vaccination has not been administered 
relatively recently. The best thing is to discuss with one of our vets your specific situation and we can 
hopefully advise you accordingly – but don’t shoot the messenger!! 
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Harvest mites are a small 0.2mm long orange mites that are visible with the naked eye. Adult 

mites live in the soil and are particularly prevalent in woodland or grassy areas, so animals 

that frequent in these locations are at a higher risk of contracting harvest mites. The most 

active time for harvest mites is from July to October, so this is a higher risk period for animals 

being affected by these mites. 

Harvest mites are commonly found on the ears, face and also the skin between the toes. They 

can affect both dogs and cats. A mite infestation is identified by visualising these mites which 

present like clusters of orange dust on the animal.  The mites attach to the animal’s skin and 

feed on secretions within the skin. Some animals are very sensitive to parasites and it causes 

an inflammatory reaction in the skin, often resulting in itching and redness in the location 

where the mites are present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prevention of harvest mites is very difficult- this is because they live on the surface of the skin 

and often do not burrow deep enough to come into contact with and be affected by the 

routine anti parasiticides such as Nexguard spectra/ Bravecto/ Advocate. This means that 

animal treated with the routine flea and worm treatment are often still at risk of developing 

harvest mites. To control harvest mites, a parasiticide treatment often needs to be directly 

applied onto the mites themselves. The most common treatment used is a fipronil spray. This 

is applied to cotton wool then dabbed directly onto the mites in order to kill them. 

Sometimes, if the animal has become particularly irritated and itchy as a result of the mites 

then anti-inflammatory medication may also be required. 
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If you own a PUG, FRENCH BULLDOG, ENGLISH BULLDOG OR BOSTON TERRIER then be aware of the heat this 

summer. 

These brachycephalic breeds have a shortened skull compared with other breeds. Compression of the nasal 

passage and distortion of the pharyngeal tissue, (tissue at the back of the throat) results in an increase in airway 

resistance. 

A very high percentage of brachycephalic breeds, unfortunately, are presented with excessive noise and increased 

breathing efforts. This can be exacerbated by exercise and increase in ambient temperature. 

Symptoms can be very severe and distressing. 

At Damory vets Cesar Sastre has been operating on these breeds for quite several years to improve their breathing. 

Unfortunately surgery on its own sometimes is not sufficient and the excess of tissue in nasal cavity throat cannot 

be fully addressed. Also these patients can develop secondary changes in the larynx (such as swelling and collapse) 

after prolonged increased effort in breathing. 

During the summer months it is important to take extra care and 

 the following measures can help: 

1- Avoid walking when it is hot. Do it early in the morning 

 or in the evening when it is cooler. 

2- Use a harness rather than collar. 

3- Keep them in a well ventilated area and avoid warm rooms. 

4- Offer very cold water with ice cubes on it. 

5- Control weight 

6- Avoid increase in stress levels 

7- Don’t over-exercise 

 

Please also be aware that affected dogs should not be used 

 for breeding! 

. 

 If you have any queries about this syndrome please  

contact Cesar or make an appointment so he can assess your pet 
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Getting a new puppy is very exciting and busy time for the entire family. There is 

a lot of information to take onboard and lots of questions to be answered. To 

help you with this, here at Damory vets we offer free puppy parties to our 

clients! The puppy has to be over 8 weeks of age and must have had their first 

vaccination. Each puppy is entitled to attend up to three parties.   

 

At the parties we try to cover all range of topics and try to offer  

as much one-on-one advise as much as possible. It is the perfect opportunity 

to socialise your puppy and get them used  to the veterinary clinic with  

lots of helpful tips and pointer to help with your puppies needs.  

 

We are now offering ‘Damory behaviour clinics’ which will be able to help with issues such as: 

- Fears and Phobias 

- Separation Anxiety  

- General Training 

- General Behaviour 

 If your dog suffers from one of these issues,  

please contact us on 01258 452626 for more information  

and to book a first consultation.  

 

These clinics will be run by Carly Tempany RVN. Carly has achieved her BSc (Hons) in animal behaviour at 

the University of Lincoln. She has also worked with rescue dogs for over five years and is now a registered 

veterinary nurse, with a keen passion for helping clients and their pets with behaviour issues. 
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Leanne Garrett RVN has been studying for the past two years with the 

Internal Society of Feline Medicine and we are proud to announce that she 

has successfully achieved a distinction in the ISFM Diploma in Feline Nursing 

which covers all aspects of Feline Nursing! 

Damory are also a Silver level ‘ISFM Cat Friendly Clinic’ with Leanne as our 

cat advocate. With the newly built Cat Ward at Damory we are now going 

for Gold ‘ISFM Cat Friendly Clinic’ status! 
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We have updated our website! 

Visit damoryvets.co.uk to check it out! 
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