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OUR HEALTHCARE PLANS ARE CHANGING...THE PRICES ARE
NOT!
CHANGES FOR CATS!
From April 2019 we will be replacing the 3 monthly Bravecto spot on and Milbactor tablet with just a
single 3 monthly spot on called ‘Bravecto Plus’. This, in conjunction with a 6 monthly Droncit tablet for
tapeworm will ensure you continue to have full parasite protection for your cat, but with a less frequent
need of giving a tablet.

CHANGES FOR DOGS!
We are proud that our plans already protect dogs against the main parasites in the UK. However, we
have listened to feedback and appreciate that the current protocol can be confusing and that the tick
collars in the plan are not always the preferred option for tick protection.
Therefore, from April 2019 we will be replacing the monthly Advocate spot on treatment and Seresto
collar with just a single tablet called ‘Nexgard Spectra’, which, when given monthly provides cover
against fleas, ticks, lungworm and roundworm. This, in conjunction with the 6 monthly Droncit tablet for
tapeworm will ensure you continue to have full protection, but with a far easier method of application.
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As the weather starts to warm up the numbers of fleas and ticks found on our pets starts
to increase. As well as routine hygiene around the home such as regular washing of
bedding it is also important to prevent infestation coming from outside the home. Several
flea treatment preparations are available and these can be in the form spot-ons, collars
and tablets. Many have the added advantage of also treating other parasites. One major
problem is that when products have been used for many years, fleas (and to a lesser
extent ticks) may become resistant to certain preparations. As such we have to try to keep
one step ahead and drug companies are constantly producing new products to ensure
continued protection.

Many of the most recent products for dogs are in tablet form which ensures correct
dosing and avoids issues with products washing off when bathing or swimming. The most
recent product that we stock has the advantage of treating fleas, ticks, mange mites and
roundworms (including lungworm) all with a single monthly tablet. We have incorporated
this product into our health care plan as it covers all parasites except tapeworms and is
very palatable.
For cats we have incorporated a similar product into our health care plan which covers
against fleas, ticks and roundworms but this has the advantage of lasting for 3 months
with a single application. This is available as a spot-on rather than a tablet because of the
difficulty many people find in giving their cats tablets.
Please contact the surgery if you are interested in trying any of these new products or if
you wish to discuss our health care plan.
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Many dogs love to hold and chew sticks and most of the time, it is harmless fun.
However, sticks can cause very serious injuries in dogs.
One of the most common injuries we see is a
stick lodged across the roof of the mouth
which is often very distressing for dogs and
can be difficult to remove without sedation.
We unfortunately also have cases that have
splinters or wood stuck within their tongue or
towards the back of the mouth or neck.

Dogs with these injuries can present acutely with blood tinged saliva, pain and reluctance
to eat; or can be seen weeks/months following the initial injury with swelling and
abscessation of the face and neck. A general anaesthetic is often required in these cases
to safely explore the whole mouth and throat and remove any stick that can be found.
The picture shown below shows the stick which has been removed from the base of the
tongue (which has now healed very well!).

It is important for both yourselves and your dogs to exercise and play – but to make
games safer try using dog-safe toys such as rubber sticks / balls which result in fewer
injuries. We know accidents happen but prevention is always better than cure!
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Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease 2 (RHD2) – An Update
You may have seen in the news recently that RHD2 has now been
found in wild brown hares in the UK. We thought now would be a
good time for an update on the disease and what you can do to
help protect your own rabbits.
RHD (rabbit haemorrhagic disease) is a viral disease that affects
rabbits, it is highly infectious and is often deadly. There are two
types of the virus, type 1 and type 2. Type 1 is the ‘classical’ strain
that has been present for many years and is included in the routine
vaccination (which also protects against myxomatosis). Type 2 is a
newer strain of the disease which was first detected in the UK in
2010 and has since then spread to become endemic. It has now
overtaken type 1 as the main virus strain affecting rabbits. It has a
lower mortality rate (in that it is less deadly) but this allows it to
spread more quickly and make more rabbits unwell.

The recent update is that RHD2 has now jumped species from rabbits and is affecting wild brown hares
as well – three confirmed cases have been reported in Dorset and Essex, which may mean the virus
could be spread further with another host to carry it.
The good news is that you can protect your rabbits against both of these diseases. As mentioned above
the ‘routine’ combined vaccination we offer protects against both myxomatosis and RHD 1, but there is
no cross protection against RHD 2. There is a vaccination for RHD 2 but this is not yet included in the
combined vaccination. It is therefore important to make sure that your rabbit has both vaccinations,
which need to be given at least two weeks apart. It is important to vaccinate your rabbit, especially if
you see a lot of wild rabbits or hares in your garden. Although the risk of getting the disease is lower if
you have an indoor rabbit, it is still recommended to vaccinate as the virus can be brought in your own
clothing and footwear.
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Phase 1 of our extension at Damory Veterinary Clinic is complete!
Wilf was the first patient to be treated in our brand new consulting room,
for his annual vaccination and health check and his lucky owner, Andrea,
received a celebratory bottle of bubbles from our vet David Harding. We
are currently on track to complete our full extension later this year.
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We are proud to announce we will be sponsoring Teddy Rocks
again this year!
We are so happy to be able to be one of the sponsors for this
amazing event and charity!

‘2019 is shaping up to be the biggest and best teddy rocks yet! We have
worked incredibly hard to make sure everyone will a great weekend watching
some incredible acts across our 4 stages. We are set to raise and incredible
amount for children fighting cancer, something we simply couldn’t do without
our fantastic sponsors who help us on our mission to make a difference. This is
more than a festival, it has real purpose. So make sure you grab a ticket and
get down to support such a worthy cause.’
-TOM NEWTON FOUNDER OF TEDDY ROCKS
Visit the Teddy Rocks website or go down to the Greyhound pub in Blandford to purchase your
ticket to this amazing weekend!
Check out the line-up for this years on the teddy rocks website!

https://teddyrocks.co.uk/lineup
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