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UPCOMING MEETINGS
LAMBING COURSE: Weds 24th February 7.30pm, online, £25+VAT per person
Our popular annual lambing course will be run on Zoom this year.
Suitable for all levels of experience including farmers, smallholders
and students. We will cover ewe management around lambing
time, common diseases in ewes & lambs and how to approach
difficult lambings. RSVP by Friday 19th February.
BVD STAMP IT OUT: date & time TBC, online, FREE
Anyone wishing to sign up to BVD Stamp It Out scheme (with free visits & funding) must
attend this meeting with Abi, giving a brief overview of the disease & testing. Please register
your interest with the office.
MEDICINES COURSE: Weds 10th February 7.30pm, online, £20+VAT per person
Laura is running another medicines course for dairy, beef & sheep clients. Fully
approved by Red Tractor, the course covers types of medicines & when to use
them, injection technique and storage/handling.
Call or email the practice to reserve your place at any of our meetings

PREVENTING CALF SCOUR IN BREEDING HERDS
Did you know you can vaccinate for the common causes of calf scour?
Bovigen Scour protects against E.coli, rotavirus and
bovine coronavirus (but not Crypto).
The vaccine is given to cows between 3&12 weeks precalving; antibodies are then passed to calves via
colostrum – so they must receive plenty of their dam’s
own colostrum, by bottle/stomach tube if required.
Calving area hygiene & colostrum management are still
vital to controlling scour, even with the vaccine – but
many herds (both beef & dairy) find Bovigen Scour a very
useful addition. Speak to one of the vets for more
information.

DAIRY ANTIBIOTIC BENCHMARKING 2020
We are pleased to
say the average
antibiotic usage on
our dairy farms is
15.24mg/PCU.

This has reduced
further from 2019
and is well below the
government target of
21mg/PCU.

We have also used no
Critical Antibiotics at
all since 2018.

TWIN LAMB DISEASE
Twin Lamb Disease is a metabolic condition in ewes caused by a shortage of energy. It occurs in
the last 6 weeks of pregnancy, as 75% of lamb growth occurs in this time - this requires a large
amount of energy, which is why ewes expecting two or more lambs are affected.
Symptoms to look out for:
•
•
•
•
•

Ewe separating herself from the group
“Off colour”, not eating
Blindness
Muscle tremors around the head
Progressing to weakness & unable to stand

Early treatment is essential for ewe survival & to prevent her aborting. Treatment will
depend on severity, but includes an oral drench with propylene glycol, plus calcium
because the signs of calcium deficiency are identical. Please call us for advice, or a visit for
severe cases (ewe down with nervous signs), as these may need extra treatments; we can
also confirm the cause on a rapid blood test.
Risk factors include:
• Ewes too fat or thin
• Diet low in energy e.g. poor quality
forage or inadequate concentrates
• Stressful “trigger” events e.g. handling,
bad weather
How to minimise the risk of twin lamb disease in your flock:
• Prepare early so ewes are around BCS 3 at lambing (but DO NOT try to reduce the BCS
of fat ewes at this stage, when they are heavily in lamb)
• Scan ewes & separate into groups, so twins/triplets can be fed higher energy diets,
along with thin ewes
• Consider blood testing 5-10 ewes from each twin/triplet group 4 weeks before lambing
– to assess their energy levels & tailor feed accordingly
Call us for more advice or to book in blood testing.

MEDICINES NEWS
Draxxin Plus – Draxxin is now available in combination with an antiinflammatory (the equivalent of Dinalgen/Ketofen), to provide a
convenient one-dose treatment for calf pneumonia. Contact us if you
would like to try it.
Calciject 6 for sheep is no longer being made. The closest equivalent is Calciject 5 –
please check the dosage before administering as it is different.

TRACE ELEMENT DEFICIENCIES
Trace elements can have a huge impact on cattle (and
sheep) health, fertility & productivity.
Check out Abi’s article on our website for more information
and different ways of supplementing these minerals.
https://www.damoryvets.co.uk/Newsletters.html

HEPTAVAC REMINDER
Heptavac vaccination provides invaluable protection against a range of (often fatal) diseases
in the tetanus family, as well as pneumonia.
For breeding sheep, Heptavac annual boosters should be given 4-6 weeks before lambing.
This allows vital protection against these diseases to pass from ewes to lambs via colostrum.
Previously unvaccinated animals will need 2 doses 4-6 weeks apart in the first year, then
annual boosters. Don’t forget the rams too! If vaccinating lambs, they can be done from 3
weeks of age.
Remember, vaccines
like Heptavac should
be stored in the
fridge and used on
day of opening.

YOUNGSTOCK PARASITE CONTROL:
HUSKVAC & AUTOWORM
Turnout may seem a long time away, but now is the time to start planning for the season
ahead. Lungworm in cattle is a perennial problem for those that don’t vaccinate and try to
control by worming alone. Replacement heifers are the future of any breeding enterprise
and we should be doing our utmost to ensure that they join the main herd in as healthy a
state as possible. Herds that have experienced lungworm infections may see:
•
•
•
•

Loss of milk yield – average of 4kg/cow/day
Decreased fertility – calving intervals increased by 30 days
Lost body condition score – over 1 BCS lost across a herd
Deaths – over 10% of a herd being lost

Effective lungworm
control relies on strategic
grazing patterns,
responsible use of
wormers & vaccination
(Bovilis® Huskvac).

Bovilis® Huskvac requires 2 doses, usually 6 & 2
weeks before turnout, and must not be combined
with any worm treatment until at least 4 weeks
after the second dose.
We have had very good results with a combination of Bovilis Huskvac and Autoworm (First
Grazer) bolus use during the first grazing season. The latter will release a pulse of wormer
every 3 weeks on 7 occasions and will help to protect calves against the effects of gut
worms during that season. The first dose will be released 3 weeks after bolus
administration and hence if done at turnout this will leave a gap of 5 weeks between the
last Huskvac and first worming dose.
The advantages of using the Huskvac & Autoworm combination are:
• All worm control completed before/at turnout
• Application of wormer is not weather dependent (pour-ons may be affected by rain)
• Better for the environment and bird life (“clear” avermectin wormers can impact on
insects such as dung beetles)
• Allows exposure to both gut worms and lungworms during that season to allow a
strong immunity to develop to help protect for the following grazing season.
• Regular worming will ensure maximum growth and development of the heifers.
Please speak to us for farm-specific advice or a quote.

SMALLHOLDER NEWS
Don’t forget to give your flock’s Heptavac booster pre-lambing – see page 4
Small flocks often see “twin lamb disease” in ewes – see page 3
SHEEP/GOAT SCANNING
We have two ultrasound scanners which can be
used to scan sheep & goats for pregnancy. This
is on a “pregnant”/“not pregnant” basis (not
single/twin/triplet) so will be most useful for
smaller flocks. Scanning is best done at 3-4
months gestation. Give us a call to book in.
AVIAN INFLUENZA
Avian influenza, or “bird flu”, has been circulating in the UK again since late 2020. Wild
birds, waterfowl, poultry farms, gamebirds and backyard flocks can all be affected; it
was confirmed in backyard poultry in Dorset in December.
Symptoms of influenza can vary, but include: sudden unexplained deaths, generally
“off colour” with poor appetite, respiratory signs (e.g. gasping & coughing). If you are
worried your flock may be showing signs, please contact us for advice.
England is currently a “Protection Zone”, and domestic birds must be housed to
prevent contact with wild birds. For more information and a useful biosecurity
checklist, visit the APHA website at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenzabird-flu
There is also an informative
podcast from VetPartners’
specialist poultry vets – search
“Vetspective for Farmers” on
your usual podcast site, or visit
https://vetpartnersgroup.com/
vetspective-for-farmers/

