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Upcoming meeting
Preparing for lambing
ROMS mobility scoring

Competitive POM-VPS prices
Milksure top-up training
Interesting case

UPCOMING MEETING
“Safe & Effective Cattle Handling and Optimisation of Cattle Handling Facilities”
Wednesday 12th February, 10.30am – 1pm (followed by lunch)
Post Green Farm, Lytchett Matravers, BH16 6AP
Following a very successful workshop last Autumn, we have invited
guest speaker Miriam Parker MBE back to run another workshop for
those unable to attend previously. Cost is £30 + VAT per person which
includes lunch. Please RSVP as soon as possible, by 7th February at the
latest, to secure your place. See separate flyer for more information.

COMPETITIVE PRICES FOR WORMERS,
FLY CONTROL, BOLUSES & OTHER PRODUCTS!
Since joining VetPartners, we are able to be very competitive on our pricing for “VPS” products – those which do
not require a vet prescription, so are also available from agricultural stores/suppliers and online. For example:
 Worm and fluke products
 Fly control
 Trace element boluses
 Vaccines like Heptavac, Footvax, Blackleg, etc
Please consider us when you are next planning on sourcing these products – we are best placed to advise you as
to the most appropriate products & treatment strategies for your herd/flock. Please call us for prices & advice.

PREPARING FOR A SUCCESSFUL LAMBING
Vaccination
We recommend Heptavac P Plus vaccination, which provides protection against seven of the most important
clostridial diseases (e.g. tetanus, blackleg, pulpy kidney), as well as Pasteurella pneumonia. Ewes should
receive annual boosters 4-6 weeks before lambing as this will allow antibodies to be transferred to lambs via
colostrum, providing protection against these diseases for the first few weeks of life. Unvaccinated
replacement ewes will need two doses of Heptavac P Plus to start the programme.

Pre-lambing bloods
https://www.ed.ac.uk/files/imports/fileManager/DHHPS%20sheep%20MP%20leaflet%20aw.pdf

Lambing kits

Pre-lambing bloods
Metabolic profiling has proved very useful for some of our sheep farms to ensure accurate nutrition in late
pregnancy, minimising diseases such as twin lamb and ensuring good colostrum/milk production.
Ideally bloods should be taken 3-4 weeks before lambing starts; any earlier, problems may be missed as
ewes are not in the high-risk period, but any later will be too late to adjust nutrition. 5 twin-bearing and 5
triplet-bearing ewes are sampled.
Blood can be analysed for several “markers” depending on your flock history and budget (first 2-3 essential):
-

BHB (energy): indicates energy balance (risk of twin lamb disease)
Urea (protein): marker of protein intake, related to colostrum quality and milk production
Albumin (protein): checks for liver damage e.g. fluke or long-term underfeeding

-

Magnesium: checks calcium and magnesium levels (risk of low calcium and staggers)
Copper: low copper in late pregnancy can cause “swayback” in lambs, but supplementing when not
necessary can cause toxicity so samples must be tested before providing extra copper

ROMS-ACCREDITED MOBILITY SCORING
Recently Ian, Matt, Laura & Aurelien undertook extra training and assessment on mobility
scoring under the guidance of European Specialist Dr Nick Bell.
They are now on the Register of Mobility Scorers (ROMS); some milk buyers now request ROMSaccredited mobility scoring at regular intervals so we are able to provide this.
Mobility scoring is a very useful tool for both monitoring
the herd’s level of lameness and identifying cows for
treatment. We can also perform other scoring at the same
time (e.g. BCS, cleanliness) if required.
To be most effective mobility scoring should be carried out fortnightly, or at least monthly, with
any Score 2 & 3 cows identified being examined and treated ideally within 24-48 hours. This
approach has significantly reduced lameness levels on a number of farms.
We offer competitive hourly rates for mobility scoring and competitive per/cow rates for
trimming and treating the lame cows identified using our hydraulic foot crush – either with one of
our vets or with one of our qualified foot-trimmers. Please speak to Ian or Matt for details.

MILKSURE TOP UP TRAINING
Farms who have completed MilkSure training now have to renew their accreditation with Top Up
training each year. This avoids the need for repeating the classroom “Technical Essentials” training
annually.
Top Up is similar to MilkSure Part 2 so involves reviewing medicines use, antibiotic use, your farmspecific risks and last year’s plan with a vet on-farm. It should take around 1.5 hours and there is a
short (6 question) refresher test, which must be passed by at least one person from the farm.
Milksure accreditation lasts a year from vet sign-off and there is a 3 month renewal window. Once
registered for Top Up you will have 3 months to complete it, unless your milk buyer sets a specific
deadline for you to complete it each year.
Further information can be found on the MilkSure website https://milksure.co.uk/top-up-q-and-as/

INTERESTING CASE: LYMPHOMA IN CALVES
We recently made an unusual diagnosis in some young calves.
Initially, a 3 month old calf from a group recently bought-in was brought to us with mild bloat,
which recurred even after “deflating” by passing a stomach tube. It also had a large mass under
the neck, which extended down to the front of the chest, and the calf was breathing heavily.
The mass felt very solid and when lanced with a needle there was no fluid or pus, making it
unlikely to be an abscess or haematoma. A poor prognosis was given and sadly the calf died
despite treatment.
Another calf from the same batch became ill a few weeks
later, also with recurring bloat and a large mass under the
neck and chest. At post-mortem we opened the neck to find
multiple large swellings of lymph nodes (glands) the size of
golf balls.
A sample was taken with a needle and we made use of our
lab facilities to examine a slide under the microscope. Here
we found “reactive” (abnormal) lymphocyte cells, giving a
provisional diagnosis of lymphoma.
The cells under the microscope

The location of the masses in these calves,
at the bottom of the neck, meant that
they pressed on the oesophagus (food
pipe) – stopping the release of gas from
the rumen, resulting in bloat – and on the
trachea (wind pipe), making it difficult to
breathe.
Mass applying pressure here

Although rare, lymphoma can be found in young cattle. It often originates from the thymus
(immune tissue in front of the heart) and extends firstly to nearby lymph glands such as those in
the neck. Although we did not carry out a full PM of the calf, we suspect there would be other
large swellings in glands throughout the body. Lab experts suggest that, given the calves affected
were from the same group bred on the same source farm, there might be a genetic component
in this case.

