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UPCOMING MEETINGS
PRACTICAL TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES – AI & FOOT TRIMMING
Interested in learning a new skill? Or just a refresher?
Over the autumn/winter we are planning practical on-farm courses with Ian, who has
extensive experience in these areas.
If you have not yet registered your interest, please do so with the office.
Ian is also hoping to run a lameness meeting – details to follow!

If you are interested in our Medicines Course, we plan to run
another one over the autumn/winter now that it’s becoming
compulsory for Red Tractor beef & sheep farms.
Please contact the office to register your interest.

SELECTIVE DRY COW THERAPY
What is it?
Selective dry cow therapy (SDCT) is a way of reducing antibiotic usage when drying-off dairy
cows. Cows with a low risk of mastitis receive teat sealant only, while those with a higher
risk also receive antibiotics. This reduces the need for unnecessary antibiotics as treatment
is only targeted at the cows with evidence of udder infection.
How do we choose which cows receive antibiotics?
SDCT is evidence-based so the more data you have, the more confident you can be in having
a successful outcome. Individual cell count data for at least the last three months prior to
drying off and clinical mastitis records are essential.

•

Any other considerations?
Successful SDCT also relies on good transition management.
Cleanliness is vital when administering ALL dry-off treatments, but especially if using only
Orbeseal as otherwise there is a risk of “sealing” infection into the udder. There are very
useful AHDB guides available, or we are happy to demonstrate to this to you.
So how do I get started?
Make sure you have enough data – milk recordings and mastitis treatment records. We can
help you produce lists and decide which cows are suitable for SDCT.
Most of our farms already do SDCT, but if you need any advice or training just speak to one
of the vets for specific advice & protocols for your farm.

JOHNES FORMS
Most dairies will be enrolled on the National Johnes Management Plan (the annual “blue
forms”). The deadline is now 31st December each year, unless stated otherwise by your
milk buyer.
A registered Johnes adviser (Ian, Matt or Laura) must discuss your Johnes strategy and sign
this form. This is a great opportunity to review your Johnes data and testing schedules,
and there are some new tools from NMR to help:
• Johnes progress tracker: for in-depth analysis & benchmarking of your herd’s results
• Johnes 1-2-3: to manage testing for herds testing once, twice or three times yearly
If you missed our online Johnes update
meeting in September, a recording is
available for the meeting price of £10+VAT
– just contact the office for the link.

CALF PNEUMONIA
As we enter the high-risk period for calf pneumonia, now is a good time to make your plan.
Have you had any tests done? There are many viruses & bacteria which cause pneumonia,
and each farm will have a slightly different mix of these. Laboratory tests can tell us which
bugs are on your farm and therefore which vaccines and treatments will work best.
Which vaccines are best? Many options exist, protecting against different infectious agents;
including intranasal vaccines (from a young age, quick onset immunity but only against one
or two agents) and injectables (often needing multiple doses, but longer lasting and
protecting against different agents). Speak to a vet for specific farm advice.
What treatment should I use? Antibiotic choice
will vary farm-by-farm: based on test results,
what you’ve found worked in previous years,
and milk buyer requirements. We always
recommend giving an anti-inflammatory
injection too – this really helps cure rates and
also makes the calf feel better, maintaining feed
intake.

LIVER FLUKE CONTROL IN CATTLE & SHEEP
As autumn advances farms should be vigilant in looking for signs of liver fluke, which can
range from acute jaundice and death to chronic weight loss and scour. Fluke control must
be planned carefully as there is widespread resistance to some treatments.
Considerations when choosing a fluke treatment:
•

Is it necessary? Not all farms have liver fluke. Wet, boggy land is usually much
higher risk: can you avoid these pastures in autumn/winter? Abattoir reports and
mid-winter faecal counts can also help decide.

•

Time of year and age of parasite to be targeted (adult/immature): not all fluke
products work against all stages of immature fluke, and flukicides DO NOT have any
persistent activity, so it is important to get the timing right.

•

Some flukicide products are combined with wormers; although convenient, adult
cattle rarely need worming, so consider a fluke-only product or checking worm
status with a faecal count first.

There is no one-size-fits-all
approach to managing liver fluke,
so please contact us for farmspecific advice on which products
to use and treatment timing.

TB ACCREDITATION
We now have several farms working towards TB accreditation.
This requires committing to some biosecurity measures (beneficial
for all infectious diseases, not just TB) and post-movement testing
any bought-in animals. Depending on your farm’s TB history,
accreditation may allow you to stay on annual TB testing instead
of moving to the new six-monthly regime.
Contact Charlotte or Laura for more information.

LOVE LOCAL TRUST LOCAL AWARDS
We are proud to sponsor the Love Local Trust Local
awards, celebrating local food & drink businesses.
With categories ranging from meat, cheese & dairy
to innovation & diversification, this is a brilliant
showcase of Dorset produce.
Judging is currently underway and the winners will
be announced at a ceremony on 2nd December at
the Langton Arms, Tarrant Monkton.
For more information, visit their website at
https://www.lovelocaltrustlocalawards.co.uk

STAFF NEWS
We are pleased to welcome new vet Sarah
Gregory to the team.
Sarah graduated from Liverpool vet school
where she was an active member of the
farm animal society. Originally from
Yorkshire, she has come a long way to join
us!
In her spare time she is looking forward to
exploring Dorset with her dog Gus and
joining a local netball team. She is also a
keen skier and is excited to return to the
Alps this winter.

Sarah replaces Vlad, who has moved to pastures new at APHA in Cornwall.

SMALLHOLDER NEWS
As the mornings & nights get darker, it’s time to start thinking about Vitamin D
supplementation for your alpacas.
Vitamin D is essential for growth and maintenance of a healthy skeleton; alpacas
require Vitamin D supplementation in the UK due to the low levels of UV light
compared to their native country of Peru, especially during the winter. Vitamin D
deficiency can lead to skeletal abnormalities and ricketts, which can be very hard to
treat.
Good oral Vitamin D supplements are available, although their absorption can be
variable. The most reliable method is injectable Vitamin D; a single injection of this will
maintain vitamin D levels for 3 months.
Growing crias and dark coated alpacas are at more risk of Vitamin D deficiency,
therefore we would recommend that these animals receive an injection once every 3
months throughout the year. Lighter coated alpacas and adults we would recommend 2
injections (3 months apart) over the autumn and winter months.
Get in touch to discuss your options or arrange Vitamin D injections.

