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UPCOMING MEETINGS
SHEEP FARM TOUR & DISCUSSION MEETING – Wednesday 6th July, 12pm
Knowle Farm, Bowerchalke SP5 5BP by kind permission of Hugo Mann & family.

Aimed at commercial flocks, this meeting will consist of a farm tour including herbal leys,
plus veterinary topics such as vaccination for abortion, parasite control and anything else
you’d like to cover! An informal meeting with lots of discussion.
FREE with lunch provided. Please RSVP to the office by Friday 1st July.

SEE YOU AT
THE SHOW!
Thank you to all who came to Ian’s lameness meeting on 7th June, and to Rawston Farm for
hosting us. It was great to have an in-person dairy meeting again!

SCHMALLENBERG VIRUS
Schmallenberg (SBV) is a virus that affects cattle, goats and sheep. It is spread by
midges and mosquitoes and animals are typically infected in summer/early autumn,
but the effects are often not seen until later (e.g. Spring calving).
Having originated in mainland Europe in 2011, the
UK experienced its first outbreak in 2012-2013,
which many of our farms will have experienced.
Adult cattle and sheep do not usually show signs of
disease, but theoretically it can cause fever, reduced
milk yield, inappetence, loss of condition and
diarrhoea. Most important however, is that the virus
crosses the placenta: if animals are pregnant,
infection can result in abortion, foetal deformities,
and stillbirths. Typical deformities include twisted,
fused leg joints; sometimes this means the
calf/lamb/kid cannot be delivered naturally.
Since 2013 the amount of SBV circulating year on year has been inconsistent, meaning
animals do not reliably build up an immune response to it and are continually at risk of
being susceptible, with outbreaks occurring every few years.
We have recently seen a few cases and if you have had any deformities in calves,
lambs or kids please ring us for advice. The APHA may offer testing free of charge and
there are other diseases which cause similar outcomes, such as BVD, so it is worth
investigating.
There is no treatment or prevention for SBV – a
vaccine was initially made, but is no longer in
production. Fortunately on all the local farms
affected so far, only one or two animals have
been affected, instead of the herd/flock-wide
outbreaks we saw in 2012-2013.
Given our location on the South coast we are
prone to midges arriving from warmer climates
and will likely continue to see occasional cases.
Fused/twisted hind legs of a calf with suspected
SBV deformities

TB ADVISORY SERVICE
Don’t forget TBAS is back! These visits are FREE and
can be done at your TB test or another time to suit
you. This includes a free follow-up visit 6 months later.
Call the office to book in – Ian, Matt, Laura & Charlotte
are all trained TBAS advisers.

If you had a TBAS visit previously, you can have
another one in this round of funding.

FLY CONTROL IN CATTLE
Nuisance and biting flies are a major issue during the summer months, particularly for
cattle at grass - regular application of fly control can help to prevent issues such as
summer mastitis and New Forest eye. It is important to re-apply your chosen product at
the correct time interval.
Pour on products and fly tags available.
We supply fly control products
at extremely competitive
prices!
Updated price lists now
available, or contact us for a
quote/advice.

FLOCKCHECK – FREE ENZO/TOXO TESTING
Subsidised testing for Toxo/Enzo sheep abortion is still running until the end of June.
6 blood samples can be taken from barren or aborted ewes (who have not been
vaccinated for these diseases).
This is available for flocks with more than 100 ewes. Please give the office a call if you
have any questions or would like to book this in.

SHEEP LAMENESS: THE FIVE POINT PLAN
Some of our vets have undergone extra training in sheep lameness and how to implement
the “5 point plan” to help farms improve their lameness.

• Cull – your “repeat offenders”, who are tricky to
cure & infecting the rest of the flock
• Avoid – reduce transmission by managing ‘hot
spots’ e.g. liming around gateways & around
feeders; plus review your footbathing practices.
• Treat – promptly & correctly e.g. CODD & footrot
respond to different antibiotics
• Quarantine – strict protocols for bought-in animals
• Vaccinate – did you know there is a vaccine for
footrot?
Speak to one of the vets if you would like more detailed advice for your flock, or discuss at
your next health plan review.

MEDICINES NEWS
Alamycin LA 200 & 300 are currently out of stock
everywhere, which we appreciate is very frustrating, but
we’ve been told it will be back in July.
Meanwhile, other products with the same active ingredient
include Engemycin (250ml only, 100ml out of stock) which
can be given at either short or long acting doses.
When using alternative products, remember to always check
the dosage and withdrawals on the label.

Orbenin LA lactating cow tubes are out of stock due to an issue with the teat wipes they
come with. Please speak to one of the vets for an alternative product suitable for your
farm.

Heptavac P Plus will hopefully be back in stock shortly.
If you aren’t already on the waiting list, please let the
office know how many doses you require.

STAFF NEWS
Sarah is leaving us for pastures new
(and far away!) in New Zealand at the
end of this month. We wish her all the
best for her future career.

SMALLHOLDER NEWS
SMALLHOLDER DISCUSSION GROUP with Charlotte: coming soon!
Topic suggestions welcome.
Healthy feet for goats & sheep
Healthy feet are vital for comfort and wellbeing. Feet should
be checked routinely (or immediately if the animal is lame):
• Is the interdigital skin (between the toes) normal, with
no redness or soreness?
• Is the hoof horn intact with no major external cracks?
• Are there any stones stuck?
The hard horn (“hoof wall”) around the outside bears the
animal’s weight; the “sole” in the middle is softer to the touch.
Research has shown trimming delays healing and can encourage the horn to grow more, or
in the wrong way. Don’t trim feet unless there’s a problem/overgrowth – just check them!
If you are having any problems with feet health please give us a ring to discuss trimming,
treatment and prevention.
Poultry are out of lockdown!
Housing restrictions for captive birds were lifted on 2nd May.
However, bird flu is still a risk and there are important
measures you can put in place to reduce this risk to your flock:
• Net or cover ponds to discourage access by wild birds
• Fence off areas where high numbers of wild birds are
seen
• Remove feed sources for wild birds such as spilt grain
and uncovered feed bins
• Cleanse and disinfect concrete/impermeable areas
• Maintain biosecurity measures for people including
disinfection of footwear

