Gian Lorenzo D’Alterio FRCVS
Gian has recently joined the Damory Farm Team, bringing considerable experience in the health management of
sheep, goats and camelids. He is a Diplomate of the European College of Small Ruminant Health Management.
We would like to re-introduce our flock health consultancy service. The aim of this service is to significantly increase
your flock health, production and profitability.
We are in the position to offer an initial free visit in order to gather information on flock size, current management
practices etc. and to identify critical points and potential areas for improvement. With this information we will then
be able to give you a written quote, built around farm visits taking place at key points in the production cycle, and
office time for feedback and compiling reports.
Consultancy visits may involve:
• Assessing the body condition of a proportion of ewes
• Checking the flock’s trace element status
• Metabolic profiling of ewes pre-lambing
• Fertility assessment of rams pre-tupping (including semen testing if necessary)
For example, one possible starting point would be to address a particular concern affecting the flock, such as
lameness or poor reproductive performance. We can advise on nutrition, helping to work out the correct
supplementation pre-lambing to ensure the birth of healthy viable lambs, reduction of ewe metabolic problems and
production of good quality colostrum to ensure that lambs receive the best start in life. Lambing practices can also
be discussed with respect to grouping, lambing procedures, colostrum management, prevention of neonatal
problems e.g. watery mouth etc. A key element that we always include is the development of a best-practice
parasite control plan.
The consultancy service will have Gian Lorenzo D’Alterio FRCVS as lead Vet. He has completed numerous such health
visits in his last position and as a result has developed a close working relationship with those sheep clients. Gian will
be supported by all members of the farm team in developing these plans. The consultancy is always tailored to the
individual flock and is extremely flexible and affordable. To find out more about these visits or to book an initial free
visit, please phone the surgery.

GILLINGHAM & SHAFTESBURY SHOW
Wednesday 14 August, Motcombe Turnpike Showground SP7 9PL
We will again be attending the Gillingham & Shaftesbury show and have lots planned for this year’s stand; we are
also sponsoring a cattle class.
We would like to invite our clients to join us for lunch on the day between 12 & 2pm as a show of our appreciation
for all your support. Look forward to seeing you all there!

TBAS CONFERENCE
Thank you to all who attended our TB meeting in April. We have had good uptake for the TB Advisory Service with
lots of you requesting visits – if you are interested and haven’t yet contacted us, please do so ASAP!
TBAS are holding a conference on Wednesday 26th June at the Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester from 9am4.30pm, which costs £25+VAT for farmers. Topics from the expert speakers will include the current TB situation,
wildlife and building resilience into your business. There are also tradestands and opportunities for questions.
To book, visit http://bit.ly/TBAS2019 or call 01306 779410.

The use of healthy and fertile rams is key to a successful tupping season. Evidence suggests
that there is a strong correlation between a ram’s health status (as determined by a
detailed veterinary examination) and his reproductive performance. If the examination
shows abnormalities, additional valuable information can be gained by carrying out semen testing.
Rams should be checked at least one month prior to tupping, so that corrective measures can take place in the case
of failure. We can offer a cost-effective “ram MOT” service including semen testing – call the office to book in!

Flystrike is a common but serious condition in sheep; surveys suggest 80% of flocks will have at least one case
each year. It typically occurs between April and September, as warm wet conditions are favoured by flies.
How does strike occur?
Female blowflies are attracted to soiled fleece, wounds and dead animals; they then lay eggs which hatch 12
hours later. As the strike takes hold, more flies will come to lay their eggs. This results in large populations of
larvae which damage the sheep’s skin and underlying tissues, causing severe pain and infection.
What are the signs?
•
•
•

Irritation: tail shaking, kicking and stamping feet
Red, raw areas of skin
Larvae (maggots) may be visible

Any sheep that appears off colour or isolated from the group in late spring and summer should be checked
for flystrike; if not detected early, treatment is less likely to be successful.
Treatment involves clipping and cleaning the affected areas, anti-inflammatories and fly treatment; topical and/or
injectable antibiotics are also often required. Please call us ASAP for advice or a visit – flystrike is a major welfare
issue if left untreated.
How can I prevent flystrike?
Shearing/dagging sheep will reduce the “mucky back-ends” that attract flies.
Several pour-on products are available for prevention and/or treatment; the longest-acting provide 4+
months protection against flies but have long withdrawal periods. Shorter-acting products are available but
will need re-applying over the summer. There is a very useful table on the SCOPS website:
https://www.scops.org.uk/workspace/pdfs/blowfly-product-options-table.pdf

Now we are past the high-risk period for Nematodirus, it is time to start focusing on long-term
management to control gut parasites in lambs.
These are the key points for monitoring parasite burdens using faecal egg counts
• Start sampling faeces from approximately one month of age, not long after the lambs start grazing
significantly
• Sample every other week well into the autumn; in a ‘typical’ year worm egg counts start to peak from
mid-August onward, but there are many atypical years thanks to unpredictable weather!
• If the count is significant, we will advise treatment with an anthelmintic, in which case start testing again
one month after treating
• It is important that the sample is representative of the flock – please contact us for advice on sampling
technique.
• Remember that resistance to anthelmintics is a real possibility. We can ascertain this by doing faecal egg
count “reduction tests” after worming; please call for advice if you are concerned about possible
resistance.
• Be flexible on the time of sampling - if in doubt, test at a shorter interval
• Test results must be combined with observations on the actual animals, such as body condition, coat
quality, faecal consistency, appetite, general behaviour: laboratory results must always be interpreted
looking at the bigger picture.
We are able to carry out faecal egg counts in an affordable and timely manner as we perform them inhouse. We can also provide Faecal Egg Count Kits including a sample collection guide, submission form,
pair of gloves and pre-paid envelope.
The use of group anthelmintic treatment is only one way of using these drugs, others include for example
selective targeted treatment. We would be happy to advise on this and other aspects of gut parasite
control strategies.

