
 

  

Suckler herd discussion group: Minimising calf losses – Wednesday 27th February, 7pm 
With spring calving imminent, Matthew is holding an informal discussion on calf losses, colostrum 

management and treatment/prevention for common calf diseases. The meeting is being held at the Botany 
Bay Inne, Winterborne Zelston. Price is £5 per person including sausages & chips dinner. Please RSVP as 

soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lambing workshop – Wednesday  13th March, 1.30-4.30pm 
We are holding our popular lambing workshop again at Newton Farm, Sturminster Marshall (Damory 
Equine Clinic). Topics include ewe management, practical lambing techniques using real lambs, and 

treating common diseases. The course costs £50+VAT, all welcome but places are limited so call or email 
us ASAP to reserve your place – spaces are going fast! 

 
 

CowAlert meeting – Wednesday 13th March, 7.30pm 
This meeting (aimed at dairy farmers) will introduce you to the CowAlert system, which aims to improve 

heat detection and lameness analysis. It will be held at The Langton Arms, Tarrant Monkton with a buffet 
dinner. Please RSVP by 8th March. 

 
 

MilkSure training – Wednesday 27th March, 11.30am-1pm 
We are holding another MilkSure session at the practice, for Arla producers. The course aims to prevent 
medicines residues in milk and consists of a group theory meeting and a second part, one-to-one on your 
farm. The cost is £150+VAT per farm including both parts and lunch at the first meeting. Please RSVP to 

the practice. 

 
Thank you to all who have attended our medicines courses, we’ve had a great turnout! We 

hope to run one or two meetings later in the year for those unable to attend this time. 

 



 



In preparation for the lambing and calving season, RUMA have re-launched their Colostrum Is Gold 
campaign to highlight the vital role of colostrum in newborn animals. 
 
WHAT IS COLOSTRUM? 
 The milk produced by cows/ewes immediately after giving birth. It  
contains energy, essential nutrients and antibodies to 
 provide temporary protection against disease. 
 
WHY IS COLOSTRUM SO IMPORTANT? 
- Reduces risk of watery mouth in lambs 
- Halves risk of pneumonia in calves 
- Overall improved health and weight gain, reduced mortality and disease 
 
WHEN DO WE NEED TO THINK ABOUT COLOSTRUM? 
It has been shown that colostrum quality is directly related 
 to the feeding of the dam 3 weeks prior to lambing/calving.  
Sufficient protein and energy at this time are essential to ensure 
 good quality colostrum is produced. 
 
HOW MUCH COLOSTRUM IS NEEDED? 

- Lambs: 50mls per kg liveweight first feed within 2 hours of birth,  
totalling approx. 250ml/kg bodyweight in first 24 hours. For lambs born outdoors increase amounts 
by 15%. 

- Calves: 10% of calf bodyweight in first 2-4 hours of life. (This requires around 20 minutes of 
continual suckling!) 

- To guarantee intake, colostrum can be given via a bottle or stomach tube. 
 
HOW CAN WE OPTIMISE COLOSTRUM MANAGEMENT?  
The 3 Qs of colostrum: 

- Quality – this can be tested on-farm using equipment such as colostrometers. Important factors 
include nutrition and vaccination. 

- Quantity – see guidelines above. 
- Quickly – within the first 2 hours of life. 

 
Get in touch if you would like further advice or are worried about youngstock disease on your farm; we can 
test colostrum quality directly and/or take blood samples from young animals to check their  uptake. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

Vaccination with Heptavac P Plus is highly recommended for 

sheep. It provides protection against several clostridial diseases 

(such as blackleg, tetanus and pulpy kidney) and pasteurellosis, a 

severe pneumonia that can cause sudden death. 

The best time to give ewes their annual booster is 4-6 weeks before 

lambing, so that they can pass temporary immunity on to their 

lambs via colostrum. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bella is sadly leaving us at the end of the month after seven years. We wish her all the 
best in her new venture. 

 
 

Welcome to our new vet Aurelien, who comes to us with several years’ experience in 
France. He is looking forward to getting out into the Dorset countryside and meeting you all! 

 

We will also be welcoming Gian to the farm team in April.  Gian is an experienced farm 

animal vet with particular expertise in sheep, goats & alpacas; he holds the European 

Diploma in this area so we are looking forward to benefiting from his extensive 

knowledge.  Gian has spent much of his career working in the UK as well as Italy. He has 

spent the last three years working nearby in the south of England, so he already loves 

the local area and knows it well!     

  Last year we saw deaths in yearling cattle due to infection with lungworm (confirmed at post mortem). 
The clinical signs were such that lungworm was suspected as the cause, but there is always a danger in 
treating these animals when their airways are full of living worms. Whilst a suitable anthelmintic treatment 
will kill the worms, this creates a scenario where the airways are now full of dead worms, the equivalent of 

inducing an inhalation pneumonia. 
 

Vaccination of cattle with HUSKVAC prior to turnout is the only safe and effective way to ensure that 
animals will be exposed to (and therefore develop immunity to) lungworm. The vaccine contains irradiated 

lungworm larvae and is administered orally in two doses, 4 weeks apart, prior to turnout. Stimulation of 
immunity will rely on the animals being exposed to lungworm during the grazing season. This will depend 
on many factors such as weather, grazing patterns, strategic use of wormers to control gut worms etc.  If 
we feel that there has not been sufficient exposure to boost immunity during the first grazing season, we 

can administer an oral booster dose of the vaccine prior to the second grazing season. 
 

THE VACCINE HAS A SHORT SHELF LIFE AND HENCE IT WILL NEED TO BE ORDERED IN 
ADVANCE. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                  
 
                                         
  

We have a new page dedicated to our farm department - 
just search “Damory Farm Vets” on Facebook or go to 

www.facebook.com/DamoryFarmVets. 
 

 We regularly post information about upcoming meetings, 
what we’ve been up to and interesting cases so “like” us to 

keep up to date! 
 
 

   Watery mouth is an important disease in newborn lambs (and kids). It is caused by E. coli bacteria  
and signs include lethargy, excess salivation and bloat; up to 80% of affected lambs may die. The main 

reasons for lambs suffering with watery mouth would include: 

 Insufficient colostrum intake 

 Lambing in a dirty environment 

 Other stressors at time of lambing e.g. extreme weather, mismothering etc. 
 

49% of lamb losses occur in the first 48 hours of life. 
 

In recent years, prevention of watery mouth has commonly involved treating all lambs at birth with oral 
antibiotics. 

A recent scientific study, based on the 2018 lambing season, tested the 
antibiotic sensitivity of E. coli from lambs that had died of watery mouth. 
It found that: 
- 45% of bacteria were resistant to tetracyclines (Alamycin/Engemycin) 
- 45% resistant to streptomycin (Pen & Strep) 
- 23% to spectinomycin (Spectam – the oral antibiotic commonly used 
as a preventative and treatment) 
- 17% resistant to amoxicillin (Betamox). 
This means that commonly used antibiotics may not treat watery 
mouth effectively. 
 

 Also, there were significant differences in resistance between farms – one farm in the study had 
no resistant bacteria, whereas others had bacteria resistant to three or more antibiotics. Therefore 

different farms will need to use different antibiotics to treat the disease effectively. 
 

Inappropriate antibiotic use, e.g. blanket treatment of all lambs, is the main factor in creating 
resistance -  which then limits treatment options going forward. Therefore other methods to reduce 

disease should be implemented: 
 

http://www.facebook.com/DamoryFarmVets


                 
 
                                                                                                                           
 
 

 
HYGIENE – regular cleaning of lambing pens, plenty of clean bedding, early turnout if possible. 

COLOSTRUM – ensuring all lambs get colostrum (see page 1) improves their immunity. 
LOCATIM? – We are working with a student at the Royal Veterinary College to investigate whether 
giving Locatim (a bovine product containing immunoglobulins that neutralise E.coli) to lambs at birth 

reduces the incidence of watery mouth – we will update you on the results. 
 

If you are worried about cutting out oral antibiotics altogether, you could try a targeted approach to 
compromise e.g. only using at the end of lambing, when bacteria levels have built up in the pens, or 
using for weaker lambs and leaving others, e.g. strong singles, untreated. If you have problems with 

watery mouth treatment it would be wise to test samples from dead lambs, to check which antibiotics are 
most effective on your farm – please call us for advice. 

 

In addition to the correct antibiotic, supportive treatment with fluids and 
electrolytes is very important if lambs start to scour. Suckling animals also 

require milk to provide energy and other vital nutrients that oral 
rehydration products cannot provide without feeding very large volumes. 

An oral rehydration therapy needs to provide a balanced source of 
sodium, potassium and chloride as well as an alkalinising capacity. Many 
products contain bicarbonate or citrate that interfere with milk clotting and 
so should not be fed within two hours of a milk feed. Therefore a product 

such as Rehydion that can be mixed with milk or given directly to an 
animal that is still suckling is a good option. 

 


