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Wishing all our clients a Merry
Christmas and a happy &
successful New Year!
From all at Damory Veterinary
Clinic
MEDICINES COURSE – LAST CALL!

Monday 6 December, 7.30pm, online (Zoom), £25+VAT per farm
th

New Red Tractor standards (November) for beef & sheep farms require at least one person who administers
medicines to have attended training since October 2016. NB Red Tractor stipulate you must attend the “live” online
meeting instead of watching a recording.
NB This is a repeat of the courses we ran in 2019 & 2020.

Joining details will be sent on Friday 3rd December so please register with the office ASAP.

COMING SOON in the New Year: dairy lameness meeting, lambing course &
pre-lambing discussion meeting for commercial/pedigree flocks

HOW COULD SALMONELLA AFFECT YOUR FARM?
Salmonella is a bacterial disease which causes a wide variety of signs, including scour,
pneumonia, abortion or just general “sickness”. We see it most commonly on calf rearing and
dairy farms.
Why is it important?
Depending on the strain, Salmonella can cause severe disease and losses, and is difficult to
eliminate as some animals can become carriers.
Certain strains can also cause illness in people.
How can I monitor my herd?
Dairy farms can monitor bulk milk for
Salmonella antibodies. Blood sampling
is also an option for non-vaccinated
animals. Testing will vary from farm to
farm depending on history and risk
factors.
If there is a disease outbreak and
Salmonella is suspected, we will need
to send samples (e.g. faeces, aborted
material) to external laboratories.
Treatment and prevention
If Salmonella is diagnosed on your farm, tests will be run to
check which antibiotic is best to use. A common “first sign” of
Salmonella on calf rearing farms is pneumonia not responding
to the usual antibiotics.
Hygiene and biosecurity plays a large part in controlling this
disease; buying-in animals is a common source of infection.
There is a vaccine available which has been very helpful on
some of our farms.
For a full risk assessment or advice speak to one of the vets.

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH YOUR BVD FREE!
Many farms joined the BVDFree initiative following free
testing during the BVD Stamp It Out scheme. Although
the free testing has now ended it is worth keeping your
“BVDFree” status going, especially if you are selling
cattle.
You will become “BVDFree” after two consecutive years
of negative tests, but you must continue to test
annually to maintain your status. Testing options are:
• Blood samples from unvaccinated youngstock
(aged 9-18 months), 5-10 samples per
management group
• OR tag & test all calves born
• All bought-in animals must also be tested.

More information is available at https://bvdfree.org.uk
or speak to one of our accredited BVD advisors.

MEDICINES NEWS
We now stock Tulissin 50ml in place of Draxxin 50ml (same dose & withdrawals) which is
more cost effective.
We will continue to stock Draxxin 20ml, for those who require smaller bottles, and Draxxin
Plus (which contains an anti-inflammatory).
Ketofen anti-inflammatory is currently out of stock - the closest alternative is Dinalgen
(available in 100ml bottles), please note different dose rate.
Another option is Rimadyl (withdrawals 21 days meat/zero days milk), which must be
given under the skin but one dose lasts up to 3 days.

PARASITE UPDATE: LUNGWORM & LIVER FLUKE
LUNGWORM IN CATTLE has been a particular problem this autumn with some suckler
herds severely affected. It can even cause sudden deaths due to secondary pneumonia.
We can run 24-hour faecal tests in house, however lungworm does not show up on the
test until the late stages of disease, so sometimes we get “false negative” results. If there
are mortalities, post-mortem is a good way to get a definitive diagnosis. Blood testing is
also an option in some situations.
Affected farms should consider vaccination with Huskvac - two doses given orally 6 & 2
weeks before Spring turnout. Typically this is used for first-grazing animals as adults
should have sufficient immunity.

LIVER FLUKE is a concern at this time of year; if you’re not sure whether treatment is
required for your cattle or sheep, a faecal screen in December/January is a good basic test.
We perform this in-house on a pooled faecal sample (ideally from 10 animals), just drop a
sample into the farm office.
If you are using an adult flukicide this year, remember to give it well after housing (exact
timing will depend on the product used). There is a new pour-on adult flukicide available
(Solantel) which some farms have found useful.

Both of these diseases are very farm-specific and require a tailored approach to
treatment & control, so speak to one of the vets for advice if you have any concerns.

FEEDING EWES IN PREGNANCY
There are many benefits to providing your ewes with good nutrition: optimal lamb growth,
good quality colostrum and reduced issues around lambing (e.g. twin lamb disease, low
calcium/magnesium, vaginal prolapses).
Most lamb growth (75%) occurs in the last 6 weeks of pregnancy. Underfeeding at this
stage will lead to low birth weights, weak lambs and twin lamb disease. However,
overfeeding can result in oversized lambs and lambing difficulties.
It is very important not to try and change ewe body condition score (BCS) as pregnancy
progresses – preparation is key!

Top tips:
• Assess BCS: aim for BCS 3 at mid pregnancy. Regular scoring throughout the year
is very useful.
• Group ewes by singles/twins/triplets: this allows for targeted nutrition, especially
useful for preventing twin lamb disease
• Consider blood testing (metabolic profiling) 6 ewes from each group of
singles/twins/triplets, 3-4 weeks before lambing, to check energy status
• Enough trough space: all ewes in a group should be able to comfortably feed
from the trough at once (don’t forget to account for their increased size towards
the end of pregnancy!)
• Avoid big and rapid changes to forage or concentrate: are your supplies
predictable?

SMALLHOLDER NEWS
SHEEP SCANNING
We offer a basic ultrasound scanning service to clients with small numbers of sheep.
Please note, due to the nature of our scanners this will be on a “pregnant”/ “not
pregnant” basis, we are not able to advise on the number of lambs expected.
Ideally it’s best to scan from around 3 months’ pregnancy. Give us a call to book in!

Keep an eye out for
details of our
lambing course in
late January/early
February!

PARASITE CONTROL
As the number of worms on pasture starts to decrease over the winter, now is a good
time to check faecal egg counts and treat any parasites your animals may have picked up
over the summer/autumn.
For animals grazing wet or marshy land, it would also be worth doing an egg count for
liver fluke at this time of year to check if treatment is needed – speak to a vet for advice.

