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Subsidised disease testing: barren ewes, calf pneumonia & BVD
Bulk milk testing & Johnes
Calf rehydration products
Medicines update
Smallholder news

MEETING: CALF REARING – THE FUTURE OF YOUR HERD
Thursday 17th December, 7pm
We are holding an online meeting, focusing on dairy-bred calves. This will be an opportunity
to share and discuss your own experiences, with a focus on feeding practices, monitoring
performance and benchmarking.
Please call us on 01258452626 or email office@damoryvets.co.uk to RSVP as soon as
possible, joining details will be sent out before the meeting. The price is £20+VAT per person.

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR
CLIENTS A VERY MERRY
CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CHEAP DISEASE TESTING!
CALF PNEUMONIA
Knowing which bugs are causing pneumonia
on your farm provides valuable guidance on
the best treatment and vaccination choices.
We can test 5 calves from each farm, either
with swabs (testing for all key causes for
£34.50, reduced from £80) or bloods (testing
for the two most common viruses for £23,
reduced from £67.50). Pre-approval is
required so let us know before the visit.
Funding available until April 2021 (please note
this covers lab fees only, NOT journey fees or
postage).
THIN EWE PROJECT
APHA are running a project investigating sheep
“iceberg diseases” – Johnes, Maedi Visna, OPA &
Border Disease.

BVD

Farms joining the scheme are eligible for FREE postmortems & further testing for three thin ewes.
Submission must be pre-planned and blood samples
taken beforehand so please contact us ASAP - the
deadline is end of December.

Many farms took part in the BVD Stamp It Out
initiative which is now ending.
New for 2021 is the “Knocking Out BVD” scheme,
which covers laboratory fees for a “check test” (5
blood samples) for farms with over 25 breeding
cows. This can be done whenever we are on farm
e.g. at TB test.

NEW BULK MILK TESTS AVAILABLE
Most of our dairy herds test for BVD, IBR & Leptospirosis quarterly with NML – but did you
know there are more tests available?
Salmonella can be an underlying issue which shows in different ways on different farms –
from abortion and scour to calf disease. The effects of an outbreak can be huge and there
is a vaccine available if required, so monitoring could pick up on this before effects are
felt.
Liver fluke is also available – over time this
gives a general picture of fluke levels on farm
and whether blanket treatment is necessary,
however fluke risk does vary year-on-year.

This testing is cheaper if requested through us,
so speak to one of the vets if you are
interested.

JOHNES DECLARATION REMINDER
Due to COVID-19 the deadline for annual Johnes
declarations is extended to 31st December, these must be
signed by a vet.

Most farms will have done some Johnes testing & already have a management
plan in place, but this should be reviewed at time of signing. Your usual vet will
be happy to do this at a routine visit, or get in touch with the office to arrange a
telephone discussion.

MEDICINES NEWS
Betamox LA has changed its withdrawal periods with immediate effect – including any
stock you already have on farm labelled with the old withdrawals.
Previous withdrawal period
New withdrawal period
Cattle meat
28 days
39 days
Cattle milk

84 hours

108 hours

Sheep meat

19 days

29 days

Betamox 150 & Betamox LA are currently out of stock, however we have good supplies of
equivalent products. Please check withdrawals before use as there are some differences:
• Clamoxyl (short-acting) has longer withdrawals: milk 60 hours, cattle meat 54 days,
sheep meat 47 days.
• Trymox LA (long-acting) withdrawals are the same as OLD Betamox LA withdrawals.
We hope to continue stocking this to keep the shorter withdrawals.

Alamycin LA 300 is now available alongside regular
Alamycin. It can be used at different dose rates to give a
smaller dose lasting 3-4 days, or a higher dose lasting 5-6
days – a convenient one-dose treatment that lasts longer.
Useful for footrot, New Forest Eye and pneumonia.
Withdrawals are slightly different to regular Alamycin:
Sheep meat: 28 days (both dose rates)
Cattle meat: 28 days (low dose), 35 days (high dose).
Milk: 8 days (both dose rates)
Gamaret – many farms are now using this Tetra Delta
alternative. Please remember the licensed course is 1 tube,
which can be repeated once 24-48hr later (same as Tetra Delta).
Milk withdrawal: 72 hours (Tetra Delta: 108 hours)
Meat withdrawal: 7 days (same as Tetra Delta)
Giving a longer course of Gamaret (3 or more tubes) constitutes “off-label usage” which
should only be done under veterinary guidance i.e. if it is on your antibiotic protocols or
advised by us. Any such off-label usage requires a milk withdrawal of 7 days & meat
withdrawal of 28 days.

CALF REHYDRATION PRODUCTS
Over the years we have seen and stocked a large number
of different products for calf rehydration. The ideal
product should provide not only electrolytes to aid with
rehydration and correct metabolic imbalances (acidosis)
caused by the scour, but it should also contain glucose, a
source of energy which is also a key component in the
process of the rehydrating the calf.
Scouring calves should receive a minimum of 8 litres of
fluids each day to replenish losses. In order to achieve this,
we recommend that each preparation should be given as
an additional 'feed' to the normal twice-daily milk feeds.
The Damory Farm team have explored the evidence
base behind using each product, and have concluded
that going forwards we recommend the use of the
following products:

Mild Scour: LifeAid Xtra
• 1 sachet in 2 litres of warm milk or water
• £1.57 +VAT per sachet

Moderate-severe Scour: Hydrafast
• 1 sachet in 2 litres of warm water (not milk).
• Leave at least 2 hours before and after a milk
feed.
• £2 +VAT per sachet
Please remember to contact us if you have a scouring
calf that is unable to suckle/stand, as they may need
more aggressive treatment such as intravenous fluids.

SMALLHOLDER NEWS
SMALLHOLDER MEETING
Thanks to those who joined our Zoom meeting on caring for pet sheep & goats, we hope
you found it useful. A recording is available for the meeting price of £24 if you were unable
to attend, please email office@damoryvets.co.uk if you would like to watch.
CASE STUDY: BARNEY THE GOAT
Barney is a long-term resident at Margaret Green Animal Rescue. One weekend his carers
noticed he was extremely painful and called us to see him. He was clearly not his usual lively
self – lying down, stretching out and grinding his teeth in pain. A stomach tube was passed
to release any gas in the rumen, but the source of the pain was further along the digestive
tract, in the intestines.
We gave anti-spasmodic medication in the vein to provide quick relief, followed later by a
painkiller (Metacam). Meanwhile a faecal egg count was performed to check for worms –
this came back very high, despite regular monitoring. Worms cause inflammation & damage
in the digestive tract which was causing Barney’s pain.
After a dose of wormer, an uncomfortable night
and lots of TLC, his pain and appetite improved
and we are pleased to report he is back to his
normal self.
Unlike sheep, adult goats do not gain immunity
to worms.
Regular faecal egg counts are important to check
the need for treatment, especially April –
October.
As well as dogs & cats, Margaret Green look after
sheep, goats, pigs, poultry and more at their Church
Knowle centre. If you are able to offer a caring home
please check their website for current residents, or
contact the centre on 01929 480474. Donations
towards their care are also very welcome.

