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WELCOME BACK ANDREW HAMILTON!
We are delighted to welcome Andrew back to the
Damory Equine team. After a year in Devon he has
joined us to cover Lizzie’s maternity leave.
Andrew is an experienced vet with a special
interest in equine dentistry. He is a welcome
addition to the team and it already feels like he
never left.

GOODBYE GLADYS!
At the end of this month we will be saying
goodbye to Gladys as she is retiring. She has
been an enormous part of the equine team and
will be hugely missed by clients and colleagues
alike. We hope to still see lots of her but will
miss her very much on a day-to-day basis. We
wish her a very happy and fulfilling retirement.
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AVOIDING MUD FEVER
The biggest risk factor for mud fever (also known as pastern dermatitis) is
prolonged wetting of the skin as often occurs in muddy paddocks over the
winter.
It is crucial to keep the skin dry and clean. Improving paddock hygiene is
essential: avoid overgrazed and poached paddocks and keep horses
stabled during wet periods. Make use of concrete standing if possible.
The regular removal of mud from horse’s
legs is important; ideally by brushing as
repeated washing of legs can worsen and
predispose to this condition.
In some horses, clipping of the lower
limbs enables the skin to be kept cleaner
and drier.
There is often a temptation to try applying lots of different creams to
the legs. However, care should be taken with this approach as some
creams can be an irritant. Even petroleum-based creams which can
often be seen as a barrier can actually act to hold wet and infection
against the leg predisposing to this condition.
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PRE-PURCHASE EXAMINATIONS
Purchasing a horse is an extremely exciting but often nerve-wracking time. We are always
((VETTINGS)
here to offer advice and support.
The options you have available to you in terms of a pre-purchase examination (or vetting) is a
2-stage or a 5-stage procedure. We normally recommend a 5-stage vetting as this can pick up
problems that a 2-stage vetting may not.
Stage 1: Clinical examination – eyes, heart, lungs, skin, conformation and any lumps or bumps.
Stage 2: Trot up +/- flexion tests +/- trotting on a circle. Some basic neurological tests.
(END OF THE TWO STAGE VETTING)
Stage 3: Strenuous (preferably ridden) exercise
Stage 4: Rest stage – repeat auscultation of heart and lungs.
Stage 5: Repeat Trot up +/- flexion tests +/- trotting on a circle.
Pre-purchase examinations do not include examination for pregnancy, an examination of the
inner penile sheath or a thorough dental examination.
Clients often describe horses as “passing” or “failing” a vetting. It is important to understand
that a vetting is an evaluation of “on the balance of probabilities this horse is suitable for use
as ...”. So a horse may “fail” a vetting to be an Olympic eventer but “pass” to be a happy hack.
X-rays, ultrasound scans and endoscopic examinations can form additional tests in a vetting
but add to the cost to the procedure. However, they are often performed in valuable horses
being sold to do high level jobs.
We offer a blood test on the day of the vetting, which is taken in a sterile manner and is
stored with a specific laboratory. It can then for a further cost be tested for drugs in the six
months following the vetting, if any problems arise and there is a suspicion that the horse was
under the influence of some medication at the time of the vetting.
When we perform a vetting, we are working on the behalf of the potential purchaser. If the
vendor is a client then we can only perform the vetting if all history is disclosed and there is
no conflict of interest.
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WINTER DENTALS
Winter is upon us, and most horses are being fed a diet with more roughage in it. Those
with dental issues will find it more challenging. Horses often disguise oral pain, and only
show signs when there is advanced disease.
The routine check-up is our opportunity to perform a very thorough examination of your
horses’ mouth and detect these problems early on, allowing treatment to be
implemented before they cause your horse an issue.
Our dental endoscope is a great addition to our kit for diagnosing problems in your
horses' mouth, allowing us to pick up more subtle abnormalities with ease. Common
diseases diagnosed include infundibular and peripheral caries (tooth decay) and
diastemata (gaps between teeth). Several of the equine team have undergone further
professional training in advanced equine dentistry.
Starting from January next year, we will be offering a FREE dental endoscopy alongside
your horse's routine dental examination and treatment when you book in to one of our
monthly dental clinics. Please enquire at the practice for more details.

We would like to wish
all our clients and
patients a very happy
Christmas and peaceful
New Year.
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