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Update on Johne’s and BVD
Meeting on 3rd March, at 7 for 7.30 at the Brewery Visitor Centre, Blandford
Since we last covered these two diseases some new developments have taken place, and
we would like to share our experiences in controlling them, and give you an idea what to
do next and whether accreditation could be for you. Please contact us if you would like
to attend.

BVD testing via ear tagging
NMR is launching a tagging system which cuts out a piece of skin from the
calves ear whilst tagging which can then be submitted for BVD testing. This reduces handling stress and is an efficient way to screen most of the herd within
one calving season. More information will be given on this scheme at the meeting
or you can contact us or National Milk Records for further information.

Liver fluke – test now
Now is the best time for testing for liver fluke. Blood and dung samples
(individual or pooled) can be used, especially in suspicious animals. If positive
samples are found, treatments can be given now and pasture contamination at
turnout prevented.
Nationally and regionally the incidence of liver fluke is increasing, due to the
third consecutive wet summer, so even if you had no problems in the past it is
worth monitoring, as we are seeing cases in many herds that have never experienced fluke before.

EBLEX leaflet
We enclose the latest EBLEX Bulletin for your attention. We find this leaflet always contains useful information, and thought it worthwhile to forward it to you
all.
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Bluetongue Strategy 2010
We are advising all our clients to continue vaccinating all cattle/sheep/goats and camelids for Bluetongue 8 during 2010, although there were no cases of Bluetongue recorded in the UK during 2009,
and a DEFRA screen of UK animals during the Autumn revealed no incidence of Bluetongue exposure
to any serotype.
Given this information, many are questioning the need to vaccinate, so why are we advising that vaccination should continue.
One of the reasons we did not see Bluetongue 8 last year was due to the fact that the vaccination programme during 2008 and 2009 was such a success (especially in our region), so the stock all had a
good immunity. This will have meant that if any infected midges/stock did find their way over the
channel the infection could not become established here.
France had 75 cases of Bluetongue 8 reported during 2009, and some of these were on the North coast
of France. This indicates active infection is still present in France, hence we are still at risk from:Migrating midges. If weather conditions are right this method of transmission still poses a threat to
the UK, especially in our area, this is how the UK first got Bluetongue in 2008.
Imported stock. 11000 Bluetongue susceptible animals were imported into the UK from Europe last
year. Although these are post-import tested they still pose a risk. Whilst we remain a BTV-8
protection zone movement from other BTV-8 zones is permitted.

The bulk of your stock are already protected by previous vaccination, and will only need a single
booster to maintain immunity for another year. Remember previously vaccinated cattle, and all sheep
irrespective of previous vaccination history, just need a single dose. Cattle that have not been previously vaccinated will require 2 doses three weeks apart.

Bovilis BTV 8 should be available in all sizes from the end of February. It will be available in 20 and
50 dose bottles as before. We would advise vaccination of most stock during March/April. For those
who do not wish to wait, there may be limited supplies of vaccine from other manufacturers, but these
are proving intermittent and unreliable. Price should be similar to last year. The scenario we saw last
year where DEFRA cut their vaccine price to get rid of short dated vaccine will not happen this year.

Currently in the UK we can still only vaccinate against Bluetongue 8, (although Bluetongue 1 is present in France). To the best of our knowledge this situation is unlikely to change. (There is a BTV-1
vaccine approved for sheep should the need arise, but currently there is no combined vaccine for BTV
1 and 8 authorised for UK use, and it remains illegal to use a BTV-1 vaccine in the UK).
If you have any questions on Bluetongue, please ring the surgery and speak to one of the Vets.

